The Diablo Bee

a monthly newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Beekeepers Association May 2013

Monthly Meeting: Thursday, May 9% - 7:30 PM

The Gardens at Heather Farm ~ Camellia Room ~ 1540 Marchbanks Dr., Walnut Creek, CA 94598

In this issue:

! page 1 - May Program - Dr. Eric Mussen,
Extension Apiculturist, UC Davis

page 2 - Bee Deliverers, Raffle Report

page 3 - Beekeeping Calendar, Rodgers Ranch, Extracting
Honey 101

page 4 - Extracting Honey 101 cont’d
page 5 - Classifieds

Featured Speaker

Dr. Eric Mussen

Extension Apiculturist, UC Davis

Dr. Eric Mussen conducts a
varied program focused mainly
on his role as liaison between
the academic world of
apiculture and real world of
beekeeping and crop
pollination. Eric often provides
presentations at national, state,
and county beekeepers'
meetings. He prepares and
delivers information to growers
at meetings organized by UC
Farm Advisors and other
agricultural organizations, and
by state and federal agencies,
and he writes a bi-monthly

involvement on their projects,
and he has studied the effects of
contact and feeding exposure of
honey bees to a mating
disruption pheromone of the
light brown apple moth.
Currently, Eric is collecting

RBight data, dead and live
foragers, and pollen samples for
a national study on colony
health as it relates to specibc
cropping practices while the
colonies are in commercial
pollination.

Eric Mussen writes "from the

newsletter on bee-related UC Apiaries " and "Bee Briefs"

topics, which is posted on his
Departmental Web page.
Recently, specibc researchers
have solicited Eric's story.

He was featured in a two-part series
in the American Bee Journgbee news
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2013 Meetings & Programs

¥ January 10

Program -Orin Johnson

¥ February 14

Program -Major Branzel

¥ March 14

Program -John Miller, Project Apis m.
¥ April 11

Program -Randy Oliver, Scientibc
Beekeeping

¥ April 13 - Beekeeping Workshop

¥ May 9

Program -Dr. Eric Mussen, Extension
Apiculturist, UC Davis

¥ June 13

Program -Dr. Brian Johnson, Honey Bee
Researcher/Apiculturist, UC Davis

¥ July 11

¥ August 8

¥ September 12

¥ October 10 Annual Barbeque

No meetings November and December
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The Day Before OBee DayO

From left to right, Mike Vigo, Mary and Dennis Andre, and Larry
Areias unloaded bees into Gary LawrenceOs garage on April 12 in
preparation for the annual Bee Workshop. To view more action
shots, visit www.diablobees.org - OSpring Bee WorkshopO brought
to you by the MDBAOs intrepid photographer/webmaster, Jeff
Peacock.

Rafl3e Report

I will be shifting gears for the next few meetings
to surprise you with items on the raff3e table that
will help with the "Honey" part of your hobby!

Oh Boy. | will continue to provide tools to
maintain and build your apiary. | want to remind
everyone this is so important to myself and ALL
the other members participating in the raff3e, that
once the raff3e begins you must keep the area in
front of the tables clear. This helps with the
winning ticket person to quickly turn in their
ticket, pick the next ticket, then choose their prize
and return to their seat! | have clearly labeled the prizes so prior to the meeting
you are welcome to look and ask questions if necessary. | also want to thank
Nancy Burke for helping you with questions and information at the rafl3e

table. Again | want to thank the members that donate prizes to the table each
meeting.

Raffle Ticket Prices:

12 tickets - $10.00
6 tickets - $5.00

1 ticket - $1.00
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Honey Bee Calendar

WhatOs going on in your hive in May?

The strength and productivity of the hives during April
carries over into the month of May. The end of May also
normally marks the end of the spring nectar flow, when the
beekeeper removes surplus honey from the hive. In some
locations, a thick, coastal marine fog may cause bees to be
unproductive.

Hive Structure for Production Hives

*Two brood boxes

*One to three deep (or twice as many shallow) supers as needed
*Both brood boxes and all honey supers full of bees

*Top brood box is not completely packed with honey (honey bound)
and there is still room for the queen to lay eggs

*Hive has 12+ frames of brood

*Hive has 2+ frames of stored pollen in each brood box

What the bees are doing
*Finishing storing honey from the spring nectar flow
*Swarming

What the beekeeper is doing

*Adding honey supers before existing space fills up

*Raising queen cells if they will be used to make divides
*Re-queening hives that become queenless after swarming
*Catching swarms

*Dividing hives (4 - 8 frame divides)

*Drone brood Varroamite trapping

*Monitoring for Nosema

*Treating for Nosemaf necessary after removing honey crop

Common problems

*Starvation during periods of foggy weather

*Honey bound: Hive becomes queen-less after running out of space
to store honey

*Hives with brood diseases, mites, viruses, or Nosemalo not
produce honey

*Spontaneous loss of queen bee

*Argentine ants

Excerpted, with permission, from OBeekeeping in
Coastal Californiad by Jeremy R. Rose

This book, and more information, is available at
www.calbeebook.com

Rodgers Ranch Does Bees

The MDBA
Demonstration
Hive made an
appearance at
the Rodgers
Ranch Urban
Farm Expo &
Plant Sale on
April 6 WE.

e

\To learn more about
ERodgers Ranch Urban
EFarm and Teaching
iGardens visit:

H
www.rodgersranch.org
H

...and on April 13" two
new hives were installed
there, compliments of the
MDBA!

Extracting Honey 101

submitted by Lois Kgi

How exciting! You have gotten your brst hive, the brst
sighting of the queen, the prst brood frame and now D
the prst honey harvest. What do you do now?

An extractor (spinner) is basically a
centrifuge that spins out the honey
after the wax caps have been
removed. Because the extractor and
associated tools are expensive, a lot of
hobby beekeepers canOt afford and/or
justify the expense to own an

extractor for their Ohoney houseO. So
MDBA has three extractors for
member rentals. Because it is
expensive equipment some rules and
guidelines are necessary for the
continued smooth operation for the
next member usage. !

When transporting the extractor make certain that it
doesnOt roll around. Damage to the motor mounts and
honey gate valve will occur. It is best if the extractor can

(continued on page 4E)
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Extracting Honey 101 contOd

be moved in an upright position and strapped in but if it must be moved on its side, be sure to have the gate valve on
top so that it isnOt broken by the weight of the extractor.

These extractors were not designed to be mobile B but rather to be bolted to a cement Boor in the honey house.
Consequently, compromises have been made D primarily one of stability. Although they are mounted on a wooden
platform, it would be helpful if you have some cement blocks or heavy stones to put
on the plywood platform. During extraction, leaning on the extractor is also benebcial
(be careful of the plastic lid B it canOt support much weight!).

Prepare each extractor to accommodate your size of honey frames. The 6 medium
frame radial extractor can be adapted to accept 3 deep frames while the 8 frame
extractor needs to be adapted for medium frames (otherwise, it will accept 4 deep
frames). Connect the rheostats (speed controls) to the motors and you are ready to
concentrate on preparing the honey frames.

The hot uncapping knife blade is used to slice off the wax caps that the bees have put over
each individual honey cell. The blade is long enough to span the distance between the sides

of the frame so let the blade OrideO on the frameOs sides as you remove the caps. Be aware tha
the hot uncapping knife does not have an OoffO switch other than to be unplugged. When
plugged in, the blade is HOT and will uncap the honey cells beautifully but also can burn

Pngers that get in the way. It can also melt through the plastic un-capping tubs. So be

cautious. The uncapping tubs come with a wooden bar to bt across the top so that you can
balance a honey frame on it to leave your hands free to operate the hot knife and hold the
frame. Let the cappings fall into the tub where the honey can drain to be added to your

harvest. For the areas that the uncapping knife canOt OreachO, use the scratcher fork to do that
manually. Now you are ready to place the uncapped honey frames into the extractor.

It is best to have the top of each frame placed towards the outside of the extractor basket. Please be aware of the
individual weight of each frame and try to place like-weight frames opposite one another in the extractor basket. The
better the basket is balanced, the better the extraction. When the extractor basket is full, close the lid and being
spinning at a slow speed B you donOt want to start at full speed - you might, literally, blow out the foundation from the
frame because of the force and weight of the honey. As honey spins out of the frames, you can
increase the rotation speeds. If your honey is warm, it should spin out in 5-8 minutes. A quick
way to check if honey is still spinning out is to take a Rashlight and shine down the outside
edge of the extractor interior (after returning to a slow speed). If you see droplets of honey
moving to the sides of the extractor, you need to have more extracting time. You will also

know from the light weight of the frames when you take them out if they are empty or not.

DonOt let the level of honey in the extractor Roor reach the bottom of the basket. It causes the
motor to work too hard and slows everything down. Open the gate valve at the bottom of the
extractor and have it draining into your harvest container (usually a food grade pve gallon
bucket with a blter of some sort) as soon as the prst frames are spinning.

When you are bnished, clean all of the extraction equipment. Honey is very water soluble so
rinsing with luke warm water is all that is necessary. You might have to scrap a bit of wax
from the extractor basket but it wonOt take much effort. There is no need to take the extractor
apart to clean it. In fact, please DONOT take the extractor apart © too many pieces get lost and broken that way.

Congratulations! Your Prst honey harvest is done. Enjoy the sweetness and labor of your OladiesO.

For rental information contact Lois Kail (Concord area) 925-356-2602 lois.kail@gmail.com or Leo Tscharner (Alamo
area) 925-838-560@0tscharner@comcast.netRates: $10 for Ft day - $5 for days 2 thru 5 - $10 per day thereafter.
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Classibed Advertisements

Something to sell? Something to share? Something to do? Need something?

i

-

Cappings Requested

i = -
{ WANTED: Help in the kitchen before
4 || and after the monthly meetings!

If you have unwanted cappings | will
melt and clean them for the beeswax.

Please contact_ois Kalil |
lois.kail@gmail.com or 925.356.2602

Bee Suit Repairs

Please contact_ois Kalil
lois.kail@gmail.com or 925.356.2602

| SEEKING A
SPINNERE
that Robin Greaves
left in someoneOs
care for Mike

. Harrell to pick up.

Please call Mike at
925-808-1919

| California Bee Company

Queens selected for honey
production and mite resistance.

Queen mothers
are derived
from the
Russian bee

breeding
iprogram. !

| Available May
‘thru
September.

1 - 10 Queens $25 each

11 - 25 Queens $20 each
www.cabeeco.com

R e ———

To submit articles for consideration or
ads for the classibeds please contact
Deborah Walker at
walkers181@comcast.net or
925.944.6423

Deadline for submission
is the 20t of each month.

i
I
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