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MDBA BBQ

Hello, MDBA Members-

This is a reminder that
our end-of-year BBQ is
the focus of our last meet-
ing on October 11, at
6:30pm. Please note the
earlier time—this is din-
ner! The location is the
same: The Camelia
Room at the Gardens at |
Heather Farms. This is

a members-only event, I
available to you and

your immediate family.

RSVP is re-

quired! Your MDBA I
Board arranges for the
BBQ main dish and we
need to hear from you |
so we can order enough I
beef, pork and chick-

en! Kinders’ BBQ is, as |
always, the purveyor of
the feast.

Your responsibil-

ity? Show up! And bring
a side dish to share. The
dish assignments are, ac-
cording to your sur-
name.You are encour-
aged to bring something

you would like to drink
(soft drinks, wine, beer)---
it's always nice to have
something to share with
your table-mates,

too. MDBA will provide
the lemonade and coffe-
and hot water, as al-
ways.

Member Side
Dish Assign-
ments

Alpha by Surname
A-G: Salad

H-R: Vegetable/
Potato/Pasta

S-Z: Dessert

Also: you are encouraged
to contribute an item to
the end-of-year Raf-

fle. This makes it fun and
expands the assortment
of great things to choose
from. Please bring your

donation by 6:30 at the
latest so it can be added
to the table. Want to ar-
rive a bit ear-

ly? Great! We can al-
ways use extra hands to
decorate the tables for our
feast! We'll be there. get-
ting things ready by 5:00
o’clock in the afternoon.

RSVP to LOIS KAIL,
SECRETARY: email Lois
at: Lois.Kail@gmail.com
or call her at 925-356-
2602,

We must hear from you
no later than Monday,
October 8, 2012. But
why delay? Let Lois know
you're coming today!

Questions? Call or email
Lois, or yours truly (Jan)
at 924-284-2199.

See you then-

Jan

VP-Membership

MDBA
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Better Beekeeping ...

Through the Spring the population of a colony
increases rapidly as the nectar and pollen floods
into the hive, peaking in the month of June. The
mite population also explodes, but lags the bee
increase by several weeks. As we go through the
Summer, the colony slowly diminishes due to the
dramatic decline of nutritional resources. Unfortu-
nately, the varroa mite population continues to
expand until they have thoroughly infested the
developing brood. By early September, much of
the brood is so seriously weakened that it will
emerge with extreme wing deformations, or die
before emerging. Many newly hatched bees with
shriveled and deformed wings will be seen walk-
ing on the combs or dead and dying in front of the
hive. These bees are suffering from deformed
wing virus (DWV) which is vectored by varroa and
becomes rampant in the presence of varroa.
There are other virulent viruses exacerbated by
varroa, but DWV is very common, very deadly
and easily seen.

Right now, many colonies are so heavily infested
that there is almost no hope for survival. | have
recently seen untreated colonies dwindle to noth-
ing in less than 2 weeks. | have seen ALL the
bees from 4 frames of hatching brood die in 10
days. | have seen a small nuc that was boosted
with sealed brood on Sep 15 collapse to just the
queen and less than 100 bees today. The window
to assure winter survival of a colony is almost
completely shut.

Inspect your colonies immediately. Look for bees
with deformed wings. Look for dead bees in the
brood comb. Often, the bees will chew through
the capping, partially emerge, then die. Look in

The Diablo Bee

Fall Collapse

the cells for dead larvae and pupae that have
been partially chewed apart and removed by the
nurse bees. Note the overall population in the
hive - is it reduced and dwindling?

A collapsing colony may yet have some slim hope
for survival if the beekeeper takes immediate
steps to intervene.

#1. Treat the colony with Mite Away Quick Strips
(MAQS).

#2. FEED with a yeast based pollen substitute
continuously for the next few months

#3. FEED with 1:1 sugar syrup.

#4. If available, boost with sealed and hatching
brood from a stronger colony.

If you have not already done so, stronger colo-
nies should also be treated and fed now. If there
are adequate honey stores, the syrup is not nec-
essary, but the pollen patty is paramount. Always
use a yeast based pollen substitute as soy based
pollen substitute is highly ineffective. The pollen
patty will stimulate brood rearing, which is the key
to recovery from mite induced collapse and
young, healthy bees ensure winter survival.

For those who are conflicted about mite treat-
ments, you should be pleased to know that the
USDA has recently certified formic acid mite
treatment (MAQS) as meeting all requirements
for use in "organic" labeled honey production.
Formic acid is a naturally occurring compound
that leaves ZERO residue in honey and beeswax.

Terry Holcomb
T-H Apiaries
wabkah@aol.com
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Organic Mite Control

Formic Acid Approved for Varroa and Tracheal Mite Control in Organic Honey Production

By Kim-Edbthmthe
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Organic Mite Control Cont...
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CCD & Pesticides

Bee Deviled: Scientists No Longer Bumbling Over Cause Of Colony Collapse Disorder

By Annie Spiegelman, htp://www. hufngtonpos
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CCD & Pesticides Cont...

How big a role netoxics,p®ost @aind/e D tleay biere CCD an

pends on the situaton. The relatve contributon
| ocat on, t ming, exposure | evel s, genetc vulnera
guantfcaton. But the really short answer is "Dbi

What we do know is that pestcides are absolut el

Il ncreased herbicide use (driven by RoundUp Read
nutriton. As for ol der pestcides, foliar (spray
foraging, is stll common practce.

Bees are especially vulnerable to many insectci
they die. New science out of the University of

or i
ci de

sylvania's bee team shows th
ingredients that make up t
product formulaton are i
we |l |

A new cl ass-ooftef umgiedt iy g
-have since 2006 been
boosters. What I|litle w
efects of fungicides o
tc efects when combined
ofen are): t hetyoxiinccirteya soe

up tof @l d41The chemistry

class of fungicides indicat €. ave in
cidal efects. Emerging science er points t
gicides as killing of -smpbrasnthéeekbatgetiamiban
pollen into bee bread, or the friendly bacteri a

That's depressing enough but there's more. (Han
neonicotnoid pestcides?

=

Neonicotnoi ds, covers at | east 142 --amnl Whoe haobee
rely heavily for protein. As systemics, these i
expressed in pollen, nectar and gut atloans tdrrgo,p | seat
they are accumulatng in the soil, and saturatng

The most widely used of these neonicotnoids (im
to be highly acutely toxiletthal bedsectand amgv e ga f
to memory, i mmunity and reproductve i mpairment.

The Diablo Bee



Page 7

CCD & Pesticides Cont...
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CCD & Pesticides Cont...
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A big thank you to MDBA Sound System Team: Valerie Schmidt, (H) Ste-
ve Davis and Paul Thompson. Thank you for your willingness to be a ma-

jor help to the smooth running of our general meetings.
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Classifieds

Nucs for Sale

Contact

Dan Goemmel at
kgbar@astound.net

S EEI EEN EEE EIN I BN BN S S O .y

Mentors Needed

If you would like to

tor please contact
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Dan Goemmel at I
|

|
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UNWANTED CAPPINGS?

Do you have unwanted cap-
pings? I will melt and clean
them for the beeswax.
Lois Kail, lois.kail@gmail.com,

(925) 356-2602
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Smoker Fuel

5 large burlap bags for $5
(6# of burlap). Held Star-
bucks coffee beans,
from plant in Seattle.
Available at the meeting.
Email qty desired to Terry
Holcomb at
wabkah@aol.com
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Bees and Queens For
Sale
2012 Mated and Laying
Queens
$30 picked up in WC
5 frame Nucs
Bees, brood and 2012 laying
queens on 5 new frames in
your boxes
$100 picked up in WC
Terry Holcomb
T-H Apiaries
wabkah@aol.com
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Bee Suit Repairs?
Call or Email
Lois Kail
At

lois.kail@gmail.com

(925) 356-2602
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Mt. Diablo Beekeepers Association
(MDBA) is dedicated to educating com-
munities about honeybees and the histor-
ic art of beekeeping.

Mount Diablo Beekeepers Association The MDBA is one of the largest bee asso-
ciations in the United States with mem-
2012 Board Members bers from around the world. The MDBA

meets at 7:30 PM on the second Thursday
of every month, except November and
December, at Heather Farm Garden Cen-
First Vice President - Dylan Wort ter in Walnut Creek, California.

President - Brian Wort

Secretary - Lois Kail

Each month, the MDBA presents a different speak-
Treasurer - Stephanie Taube er on a variety of topics and has an open forum for
people to exchange ideas and helpful tips.
VP, Community Education - Mike Stephanos

VP, Member Education - Sylvia Goemmel

VP, Membership - Jan Spieth
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VP, Newsletter - Gabrielle Harrel
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