
 

Hello, MDBA Members- 

 This is a reminder that 
our end-of-year BBQ is 
the focus of our last meet-
ing on October 11, at 
6:30pm.  Please note the 
earlier time—this is din-
ner!  The location is the 
same:  The Camelia 
Room at the Gardens at 
Heather Farms.  This is 
a members-only event, 
available to you and 
your immediate family.  

 RSVP is re-
quired!  Your MDBA 
Board arranges for the 
BBQ main dish and we 
need to hear from you 
so we can order enough 
beef, pork and chick-
en!  Kinders’ BBQ is, as 
always, the purveyor of 
the feast. 

 Your responsibil-
ity?  Show up!  And bring 
a side dish to share.  The 
dish assignments are, ac-
cording to your sur-
name.You are encour-
aged to bring something 

you would like to drink 
(soft drinks, wine, beer)---
it’s always nice to have 
something to share with 
your table-mates, 
too.  MDBA will provide 
the lemonade and coffe-
and hot water, as al-
ways.   

Also:  you are encouraged 
to contribute an item to 
the end-of-year Raf-
fle.  This makes it fun and 
expands the assortment 
of great things to choose 
from.  Please bring your 

donation by 6:30 at the 
latest so it can be added 
to the table.  Want to ar-
rive a bit ear-
ly?  Great!  We can al-
ways use extra hands to 
decorate the tables for our 
feast!  We’ll be there. get-
ting things ready by 5:00 
o’clock in the afternoon. 

RSVP to LOIS KAIL, 
SECRETARY: email Lois 
at:  Lois.Kail@gmail.com 
or call her at 925-356-
2602,  

We must hear from you 
no later than Monday, 
October 8, 2012.  But 
why delay?  Let Lois know 
you’re coming today! 

Questions?  Call or email 
Lois, or yours truly (Jan) 
at 924-284-2199. 

See you then- 

Jan 

VP-Membership 

MDBA 

 

M o u n t  D i a b l o  B e e k e e p e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  

The Diablo Bee 

O c t o b e r  7 ,  2 0 1 2   

Member Side 

Dish Assign-

ments 

Alpha by Surname 

A-G: Salad 

H-R: Vegetable/

Potato/Pasta 

S-Z: Dessert 

mailto:Lois.Kail@gmail.com
http://www.diablobees.org/
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 Better Beekeeping by Terry Holcomb 

T h e  D i a b l o  B e e   

 

Through the Spring the population of a colony 

increases rapidly as the nectar and pollen floods 

into the hive, peaking in the month of June. The 

mite population also explodes, but lags the bee 

increase by several weeks. As we go through the 

Summer, the colony slowly diminishes due to the 

dramatic decline of nutritional resources. Unfortu-

nately, the varroa mite population continues to 

expand until they have thoroughly infested the 

developing brood. By early September, much of 

the brood is so seriously weakened that it will 

emerge with extreme wing deformations, or die 

before emerging. Many newly hatched bees with 

shriveled and deformed wings will be seen walk-

ing on the combs or dead and dying in front of the 

hive. These bees are suffering from deformed 

wing virus (DWV) which is vectored by varroa and 

becomes rampant in the presence of varroa. 

There are other virulent viruses exacerbated by 

varroa, but DWV is very common, very deadly 

and easily seen. 

 

Right now, many colonies are so heavily infested 

that there is almost no hope for survival. I have 

recently seen untreated colonies dwindle to noth-

ing in less than 2 weeks. I have seen ALL the 

bees from 4 frames of hatching brood die in 10 

days. I have seen a small nuc that was boosted 

with sealed brood on Sep 15 collapse to just the 

queen and less than 100 bees today. The window 

to assure winter survival of a colony is almost 

completely shut. 

 

Inspect your colonies immediately. Look for bees 

with deformed wings. Look for dead bees in the 

brood comb. Often, the bees will chew through 

the capping, partially emerge, then die. Look in 

the cells for dead larvae and pupae that have 

been partially chewed apart and removed by the 

nurse bees. Note the overall population in the 

hive - is it reduced and dwindling? 

 

A collapsing colony may yet have some slim hope 

for survival if the beekeeper takes immediate 

steps to intervene.  

#1. Treat the colony with Mite Away Quick Strips 

(MAQS).  

#2. FEED with a yeast based pollen substitute 

continuously for the next few months 

#3. FEED with 1:1 sugar syrup. 

#4. If available, boost with sealed and hatching 

brood from a stronger colony. 

 

If you have not already done so, stronger colo-

nies should also be treated and fed now. If there 

are adequate honey stores, the syrup is not nec-

essary, but the pollen patty is paramount. Always 

use a yeast based pollen substitute as soy based 

pollen substitute is highly ineffective. The pollen 

patty will stimulate brood rearing, which is the key 

to recovery from mite induced collapse and 

young, healthy bees ensure winter survival. 

 

For those who are conflicted about mite treat-

ments, you should be pleased to know that the 

USDA has recently certified formic acid mite 

treatment (MAQS) as meeting all requirements 

for use in "organic" labeled honey production. 

Formic acid is a naturally occurring compound 

that leaves ZERO residue in honey and beeswax. 

 

Terry Holcomb 

T-H Apiaries 

wa6kah@aol.com 

Fall Collapse 
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Formic Acid Approved for Varroa and Tracheal Mite Control in Organic Honey Production 

 

By Kim Flottum - Catch the Buzz 

Following is an edited version of the final 

ruling recently released. The entire docu-

ment can be found at http://

www.regulations.gov/#!

documentDetail;D=AMS-NOP-11-0058-0001 

Formic acid was petitioned for use in May 

2010, as a pesticide for suppression of Var-

roa mites. Formic acid is a colorless liquid 

with a pungent odor which is miscible in wa-

ter. This substance is the simplest carboxylic 

acid and is naturally occurring in small amounts in some insects and plants and is a natural com-

ponent of honey. 

Fumigant mite control products for beehives generally consist of a gel pad impregnated with for-

mic acid which is contained in a sealed plastic pouch. Application consists of cutting vents in the 

pouch and setting it in the hive, where it releases vapors that diffuse throughout the hive. The 

volatilization of formic acid causes mite deaths by asphyxiation generally without harm to ex-

posed bees. It can also penetrate capped cells and sealed brood cells where mites are feeding. 

The petition was submitted by the Hawaii Department of Agriculture, and is retrievable from the 

NOP Web site in the Petitioned Substances Database: http://www.ams.usda.gov/

NOPPetitionedSubstancesDatabase. 

The use of synthetic formic acid is regulated by other Federal agencies. Formic acid has antibac-

terial properties that make it effective as a preservative, and the Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA) permits its use as a food additive in the feed and drinking water of animals. FDA also per-

mits the use of formic acid as flavoring agent in processed foods. The Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) has exempted synthetic formic acid from the requirement of a tolerance in or on  

T h e  D i a b l o  B e e  

Organic Mite Control 

http://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=AMS-NOP-11-0058-0001
http://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=AMS-NOP-11-0058-0001
http://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=AMS-NOP-11-0058-0001
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honey and honeycomb when used to control tracheal mites and suppress Varroa mites in bee 

colonies, and applied in accordance with label use directions. The EPA has examined the poten-

tial for formic acid residues to appear in beeswax and honey and concluded that residues above 

those found naturally are not expected when a formic acid pesticide product is used as directed. 

Synthetic formic acid is currently permitted in Canada and the European Union for use in organic 

apiculture to control parasitic mites. 

The information presented by the petitioner and considered by the NOSB is generally supported 

by a June 2011 technical report for formic acid that the NOSB Livestock. 

During their deliber-

ations, the NOSB 

also considered for-

mic acid in the con-

text of their final 

recommendations 

for apiculture stand-

ards from 2001 and 

2010 and feedback 

from the Apiculture 

Working Group. 

Based upon their 

review of this infor-

mation, the NOSB 

issued a final recommendation to add formic acid to the National List with an annotation that 

would limit the substance's use to a pesticide solely within honeybee hives. In their recommen-

dation, the NOSB did not limit the use of formic acid only for treatment of Varroa mites, which 

was the use specified by the petitioner. Since EPA registers formic acid as a pesticide to control 

Varroa and tracheal mites, their recommendation and this proposed rule would, in effect, allow 

the use of formic acid to control both Varroa and tracheal mites in organic apiculture. 

The Secretary has reviewed and proposes to accept the NOSB's recommendation. Consistent 

with the NOSB recommendation, this proposed rule would amend Sec.  205.603 of the National 

List by adding formic acid (CAS 64-18-6) at paragraph (b)(2) as a synthetic substance allowed for 

use as follows: 

   Formic acid (CAS 64-18-6)--for use as a pesticide solely within honeybee hives. 

T h e  D i a b l o  B e e  

Organic Mite Control Cont… 
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 CCD & Pesticides 

T h e  D i a b l o  B e e  

 

Bee Deviled: Scientists No Longer Bumbling Over Cause Of Colony Collapse Disorder  

By Annie Spiegelman, http://www.huffingtonpost.com 

Though worldwide bee health has been on 

the decline since the 1990s, it wasn't until 

the fall of 2006 that beekeepers nationwide 

began noticing millions of bees vanishing 

from their hives. This syndrome, named 

colony collapse disorder, or CCD, is charac-

terized by the disappearance of adult hon-

ey bees from the hive, leaving the new-

borns to fend for themselves. 

If you're not a huge fan of the bee, why 

should this matter to you? Well, if you like 

to eat food, you should be concerned. Be-

sides gathering nectar to produce honey, 

bees pollinate agricultural crops, home gar-

dens, orchards and wildlife habitat. As they 

travel from blossom to blossom in search of 

nectar, pollen sticks to their furry body and 

is transferred to another flowering blossom enabling it to swell into a ripened fruit. It's estimated that 

about one-third of the human diet is derived from insect-pollinated plants and three-quarters of all 

plants on the planet depend on insects or animals for pollination. 

Most scientists now agree that the main causes of colony collapse disorder are nutritional stress, patho-

gens (mites, viruses and fungus), and pesticides. Two recent studies published in Science strengthen the 

case that a relatively new class of systemic insecticides entitled 'neonicotinoid pesticides' are indeed key 

drivers behind recent pollinator decline. 

Not knowing how to even pronounce the word neonicotinoid,I decided to contact Pesticide Action Net-

work, North America, (www.panna.org) where trained agronomists, chemists, ecologists and analysts 

track and translate science, making it publicly accessible to the rest of us. I spoke with Heather Pilactic, 

Panna's Co-Director, about the recent bee die-offs and what consumers can do to support the struggling 

beekeepers. 

According to PANNA's reading of the latest science, these new studies show that pesticides do play a 

significant role in honeybee deaths. How large a role? 
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 CCD & Pesticides Cont... 

T h e  D i a b l o  B e e   

How big a role neonics, or any other bee-toxic pesticides play in CCD and pollinator decline really de-

pends on the situation. The relative contribution of each of these three main causes will vary with  

location, timing, exposure levels, genetic vulnerability of a hive, etc.in ways that defy meaningful 

quantification. But the really short answer is "big." 

What we do know is that pesticides are absolutely driving bee losses in a number of different ways: 

Increased herbicide use (driven by RoundUp Ready GE crops) is killing off habitat that bees rely on for 

nutrition. As for older pesticides, foliar (spray) applications of any number of pesticides while bees are 

foraging, is still common practice. 

Bees are especially vulnerable to many insecticides: when you spray when and where they are eating, 

they die. New science out of the University of Penn-

sylvania's bee team shows that adjuvants, or "inert" 

ingredients that make up the bulk of a pesticide 

product formulation are impacting bee health as 

well. 

A new class of fungicides -- once rarely used on corn 

-- have since 2006 been widely promoted as yield 

boosters. What little we have studied about the 

effects of fungicides on bees points to their synergis-

tic effects when combined with neonics (as they 

often are): they increase the bee-toxicity of the latter 

up to 1,141-fold. The chemistry of yet another new 

class of fungicides indicates that they have insecti-

cidal effects. Emerging science further points to fun-

gicides as killing off important bee "gut" microbiota -- such as the bacteria that bees rely upon to turn 

pollen into bee bread, or the friendly bacteria that combat infection. 

That's depressing enough but there's more. (Hang in there, pilgrim.) What's all the talk we hear about 

neonicotinoid pesticides? 

Neonicotinoids, covers at least 142 million acres of U.S. countryside, much of it corn -- on which bees 

rely heavily for protein. As systemics, these insecticides course through plants' vascular systems to be 

expressed in pollen, nectar and guttation droplets. This class also happens to be very long-lasting, so 

they are accumulating in the soil, and saturating the environment in ways we have yet to quantify. 

The most widely used of these neonicotinoids (imidacloprid, clothianidin, thiamethoxam) are known 

to be highly acutely toxic to bees, and have a variety of sub-lethal effects ranging from disorientation 

to memory, immunity and reproductive impairment. These pesticides are clearly making bees sick, and  
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 CCD & Pesticides Cont... 

T h e  D i a b l o  B e e  

 

dead -- but so do a lot of other pesticides. What makes these neonicotinoids suspect is that they are 

known to be highly toxic to bees, pervasive, long-lasting and relatively new. Perhaps coincidentally, the 

emergence of CCD in the U.S. roughly coincides with the 5-fold increase of the level of neonics used on 

corn seed: seed companies began marketing seeds treated with a 5X level of neonicotinoids (1.25 mg/

seed vs. .25) in 2004. 

The peril of the bees is sounding 

an alarm warning us of environ-

mental degradation but we're be 

too busy texting, facebooking 

and watching reality TV to notice. 

What are they trying to tell us 

with all that buzzing and disap-

pearing? 

Bees are an indicator species. 

They signal the well being of our 

broader environment, so their 

message is important. It is also 

one that I believe we are capable 

of receiving. Our generation, and 

our children's generation face 

overwhelming environmental 

issues. How do we process cli-

mate change? Water and food 

shortages? Biodiversity collapse? 

In a sense, the escape to virtual 

worlds is understandable. But I 

think of saving the bees as one of 

those graspable, manageable things that we can accomplish -- and that when we do accomplish it, the 

effects will ripple and magnify. If we stop poisoning bees, they will thrive and the world we live in will be 

more resilient as a result. 

Why are you picking on Bayer's clothianidin? Doesn't Bayer make chewable baby aspirin? 

Bayer's clothianidin -- which is one of the most toxic substances to bees that we know of -- remains on 

the market, in our view, illegally. There is no valid field study supporting its registration. The backstory is 

long and sordid, and we're still on the case. What it comes down to is that EPA has long been using this 

little-known loophole called "conditional registration" to speed pesticides to market with little or no 

safety data in hand. According to the Natural Resources Defense Council, of the 16,000 current product 

registrations: 11,000 (68 percent) have been conditionally registered -- that's 2/3 getting an essentially 

free pass to market. 
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 CCD & Pesticides Cont... 

T h e  D i a b l o  B e e  

 

  So the Environmental Protection Agency tests for safety after the product has been on the market? 

That's reassuring... I need to go hide under my bed. 

Registrants (such as Bayer) are then supposed to submit safety data according to defined criteria on a 

set deadline. What they do instead is delay, deliberately ignore certain criteria, or otherwise game the 

system to avoid real oversight. In the case of clothianidin, the field study they submitted was so poorly 

done as to be laughable -- it had no control and was on the wrong crop (canola instead of corn). EPA 

originally accepted it, then downgraded it and then neglected to close the loop. 

Sounds like the pesticide industry has the EPA by the balls . . .What can the public do to help shift policy 

decisions that can help bees, beekeepers and people who like to eat safe food? 

Our food system has always been a political arrangement in one form or another. What's heartening 

about the last 5 years or so is that the conversation is widening because folks are realizing that this is a 

political issue much more so than a lifestyle one. More people are seeing themselves as stakeholders in 

a rigged food system, and doing something about it. And that's a good thing! That's democracy. 

So the MAN is still calling the shots? That's getting so old! 

It is true that corporations and wealthy people have too much power in government -- but that won't 

change unless ordinary people engage the political process. Members of Congress truly are motivated 

by speaking with constituents who have a story to tell and know their issue. Decision makers still read 

the local papers, especially opinion pages. Get in the habit of writing letters to the editor, or OpEds. Or, 

get in the habit of making one phone call a week on one issue or another; before you know it, you'll be 

getting meetings with decision makers. Nobody can do everything, but we can all choose one thing and 

do it. For my money, I say, "get informed and get in the ring." Go to our website (www.panna.org) to 

get engaged, or pick another group working on this issue. What matters is commitment. 

What is the "Imminent Hazard" legal claim filed by beekeepers and environmental groups? 

"Imminent hazard" is policy-speak for "emergency so pressing that EPA has authority to take immediate 

action." Bees dying off en masse, year after year, is an emergency by any meaning of the term, and we 

petitioned EPA urging them to take action on this basis. Earlier this month they declined to do so, stick-

ing to their original 2018 timeline for completing the analysis of neonic's impacts on bees (decisions and 

implementation would stretch out further still). 

Luckily, members of Congress are starting to pay attention. Senators Gilibrand, Leahy, Whitehouse, and 

most recently, Markey, have all sent letters to EPA essentially telling the Agency to hurry up. 
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Newsletter Copies Needed 
The board is trying to compile a 'history' of MDBA.  We have been able to locate 

most of the club's past newsletters but are missing a few.  If you have copies of the 

missing issues, it would be greatly appreciated if I were allowed to make copies for 

our files.  The following issues are needed:  2004 - January, Febrary and March; 

2003 - April and August; 2002 - May; 2001 - February and September; all issues be-

fore 1998. 

Thank you.  Lois,  

Secretary     lois.kail@gmail.com  925 356 2602 

 

Water For the Bees 
 
Out-of-state honey bee colonies will be able to quench their thirst and keep cool as they wait to 
be inspected and cleared for entry into California for the 2013 pollination season.  CDFA an-
nounced on Sept. 28th that with joint funding from the CA State Beekeeper's Association 
(CSBA), Project Apis m. (PAm), Almond Board of CA and the CA State Apiary Board, the upgrad-
ing and installation of hose bibs at those stations that see the bulk of truckloads coming 
through is underway.  The watering system is already in place in Blythe (along I-10) and Yermo 
(I-15).  CDFA is currently working on:  Vidal (CA Hwy 62), Needles (I-40), Benton (US Hwy 6), and 
Truckee (I-80).  ϥtƭŀƴǝƴƎ {ŜŜŘǎϥΣ t he Food & Farming News from CDFA, states that while the ag 
border stations don't want pathogens and pests entering, ϥǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ 
ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƛƴΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ - ŀƴŘ ōŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǎǘΦϥ  Good news for the over 
2,700 (2010) truckloads that will begin to migrate this month to California to pollinate the al-
mond.  

A big thank you to MDBA Sound System Team:  Valerie Schmidt, (H) Ste-
ve Davis and Paul Thompson.  Thank you for your willingness to be a ma-
jor help to the smooth running of our general meetings. 



Classifieds 
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Nucs for Sale  

Contact 

 

Dan Goemmel at 
kq6ar@astound.net  

UNWANTED CAPPINGS? 

Do you have unwanted cap-
pings?  I will melt and clean 

them for the beeswax.  
Lois Kail,  lois.kail@gmail.com,         

(925) 356-2602 

Smoker Fuel 

5 large burlap bags for $5 

(6# of burlap). Held Star-

bucks coffee beans, 

from plant in Seattle. 

Available at the meeting. 

Email qty desired to Terry 

Holcomb at 

wa6kah@aol.com  

Mentors Needed 

If you would like to 

be a beekeeping men-

tor please contact 

Dan Goemmel at 

kq6ar@astound.net  

To add to the 
classified section 
please send an e-

mail to  
mdbanews@gma

il.com 

 Bees and Queens For 
Sale  

2012 Mated and Laying 
Queens  

$30 picked up in WC 
5 frame Nucs 

Bees, brood and 2012 laying 
queens on 5 new frames in 

your boxes 
$100 picked up in WC   

Terry Holcomb 

T-H Apiaries 

wa6kah@aol.com 

  Bee Suit Repairs?     

Call  or Email 

Lois  Kail 

At 

lois.kail@gmail.com    

(925) 356-2602 

mailto:lkail@juno.com?subject=Wax%20Cappings
mailto:wa6kah@aol.com
mailto:mdbanews@gmail.com?subject=Classifieds
mailto:mdbanews@gmail.com?subject=Classifieds
mailto:wa6kah@aol.com
mailto:lois.kail@gmail.com


2012 Board Members 

 

¶ President - Brian Wort 

¶ First Vice President - Dylan Wort 

¶ Secretary - Lois Kail 

¶ Treasurer - Stephanie Taube 

¶ VP, Community Education - Mike Stephanos 

¶ VP, Member Education - Sylvia Goemmel 

¶ VP, Membership - Jan Spieth 

¶ VP, Newsletter - Gabrielle Harrel 

Mt. Diablo Beekeepers Association 
(MDBA) is dedicated to educating com-
munities about honeybees and the histor-
ic art of beekeeping. 

The MDBA is one of the largest bee asso-
ciations in the United States with mem-
bers from around the world. The MDBA 
meets at 7:30 PM on the second Thursday 
of every month, except November and 
December, at Heather Farm Garden Cen-
ter in Walnut Creek, California. 

Each month, the MDBA presents a different speak-

er on a variety of topics and has an open forum for 

people to exchange ideas and helpful tips. 

Mount Diablo Beekeepers Association 

http://diablobees.org/education_activities.html
http://diablobees.org/education_activities.html

